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Chairman’s Chatter 

 

Chairman’s Chat March 2026 
 
Greetings to you all,  
We‟ve had a pretty busy start to the year, and it‟s March already!!  
9 CMCN members participated in this year‟s D-J Rally, which was 
substantially down from the Club entrants of last year, sadly.  
The entrance this year were: 
 
Doug Watson, Bridgit Coertse, Grant Vacy-Lyle, Piet Coertse, Billy 
Thomas, Russel Greef, Hennie DeJager, Jayson Anderson, Hans Coertse.  
 
8 of our members completed the Rally, with Russell Greef unfortunately 
having bike trouble on Saturday morning, which meant that he was a non-
finisher.  
 
Congratulations to all who took part.  Neville Nicolau was the overall DJ 
Winner, and he‟s asked to enter our Fragram Natal Classic Rally, along 
with his wife Helen, so we look forward to some stiff competition this year!  
Coming up in April we have a breakfast Run to Pietermaritzburg to view 
Hans Coertse‟s “Man Cave” which will be a treat.  Thank you to Trevor 
Davids for organising this.   The date has been set for the 19

th
 of April.  

 
Our Century Run will also be held soon – the date will be announced soon.  
 
Entry Forms are out for our Fragram Natal Classic Rally.  If you‟re thinking 
of entering, please do so soon, and pass the info out to any friends who 
may be interested.  We have opened the field to cars as well as bikes 
again this year, due to the positive comments received from car 
competitors last year.  
 
As one of the original Club Chairmen used to say – “Ride them, don‟t hide 
them!”  
See you at the Club, 
Jayson 
 

 

 

 

 
Two of our hard working 
Committee members; 
Jayson and Deena.   

. 
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Position Name Email address Cell 

Patron Alan Young alan.june.young@gmail.com 082 465 8273 

Chairman Jayson Anderson jayson@thesolutiongroup.co.za  073 708 9989 

Vice Chairman Trevor Davids tdavids@twkagri.com  082 550 0395 

Clubhouse Manager Deena Naidoo dena@xsinet.co.za 072 387 7710 

Treasurer Grant Vacy-Lyle grant@lgtools.co.za  08280000312 

Secretary Marcia Hinks marciabrodowicz@gmail.com 082 777 3878 

Dating Officer Steven Knight stephencknight0@gmail.com  082 886 7528 

Spares Manager Walter Bretter sales@acemoto.co.za  073 086 1021 

Regalia Officer Alain Beltran abl@iafrica.com  083 993 0772 

Website  John Booth beltecsa@gmail.com 073 341 8211 

Librarian Dave Stone dstonealex@gmail.com  073 663 4094 

Fundraising Deena Naidoo dena@xsinet.co.za 072 387 7710 

SAVVA Delegate Steven Knight stephencknight0@gmail.com  082 886 7528 

Editor John Booth beltecsa@gmail.com 073 341 8211 

Outings & Breakfast Runs Thomas Schubert tomasa-111@outlook.com  0836274220 

Rally Coordinator Richard Sawkins richard@lgtools.co.za 082 800 0971 

Bikes on Show Deena Naidoo dena@xsinet.co.za 072 387 7710 

Assistant Editor and 
Social Media 

Graham Viljoen gcv134@gmail.com 082 481 5777 

 

 
Banking Details: 
Banking Details: Standard Bank Bluff 
Banking Code: 051001  

Account No 05-155-629-4 

 
New Members:  
We welcome the following new members:  
Richard Coetze, Bridget Coetzee, David Fobian, Clint Jacobee, Joshua Marais. 
 

 

Those We Remember: 
Those we have lost:  
Don Bristol 
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Bike of the Month Competition Categories 
 

January: Best of British including best AJS / Matchless  

February: Golden Oldies ( Dec 1936 ) & Golden Years ( 1937- 1945 ) 
Trophy  

March: Day of the Rising Sun  

April: BMW – Dave Turnbull Trophy 

May: Tiddlers & Scooters  

June: Classic Bikes (1946 – 1995) 

July: Concourse Competition Concours d’etat   

August: Post-Classic (1996 – 2010 ) 

September: European – including Spain, Holland, France, Belgium, Germany 
(excl BMW), Italy, Czechoslovakia and Russia                 

October: Racing Bike   &  Classic Off Road                 

November: American and Modern Motorcycles  (2011 – present day)            

December: AGM – No  Competition 
 

 

 Bike of the Month Competition Guidelines: 
 
Members are reminded that to qualify for the competitions:  
They must be a fully paid up member. 
The bike entered in the competition must be owned by them. 
The bike must comply with the category entered.  
The bike must be a runner. 
If a non-runner is entered then it will be for display only. 
The same conditions listed above apply to the Concourse Competition. 
 

Our sincere thanks to Startline for prize money 

sponsorship. 
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The Opinions expressed in Shop Torque are not necessarily those of the 

Chairman, Editor, The Committee or other contributors 

 

Editorial 
 
Greetings Everyone 
 

Alan Young sent in this amusing but thought provoking joke: 
 
“While the nuts and bolts holding a vehicle together are important the most danger 
comes from the nutcase holding the steering wheel (or handlebars)”.  
 
So very true and as traffic volumes continue to increase we need to be more vigilant 
when riding our old motorcycles. It reminds me off the time in the early 1980‟s. I was 
just leaving PMB around midnight after visiting some friends. I was in my Ford Escort 
MK1 1600GT. As I pulled out of their road I thought I heard a ping ping noise coming 
from the front of my car. I thought at the time that I had driven over a piece of metal and 
carried on my journey to Hillcrest some 50km away. Back then, at that time of night or I 
should say early hours of the morning, there were no other cars on the road, so it was a 
clear run home. Aside from the odd ghost hitch hiker there was nothing really to be 
concerned about.  
 
Some 5 km from home the steering did not feel right with the car pulling to the left and 
some vibration. I slowed right down taking about half hour to do that distance. I arrived 
home at around 1.30 am, the car was making a screeching noise and this had woken 
up the neighbourhood dogs. Rather than going straight to bed I wanted to know what 
the problem was. I jacked up the front of the car and literally pulled off the wheel and 
brake drum. What had happened was the bearing cap had come off the wheel. That 
was the ping ping noise I had heard as it fell off and rolled down the road. Grease 
would have been thrown out of the bearing hub until none remained. Then metal friction 
and heat had set in. I was lucky to get home so yes always check your nuts and bolts 
and in this case the bearing cap.  
 
This edition we are looking at Sidecars. Ageing bikers need a third wheel and more 
presence on the road. Aftermarket sidecars are in big demand showing resurgence in 
interest. However riding solo and riding a bike with a sidecar are chalk and cheese. 
When I first got a sidecar I could only go straight, turning corners was another story and 
keeping the third wheel down is a chapter in itself. Also some interesting write ups from 
1993 and 9th Natal Rally. Please also see the invitation for the Natal Classic rally. Then 
coming up is the Natal 100. 
 
   
John Booth Editor 
Keeping the wheels turning.    
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Monthly Competitions 

 

Best of British 
 

1st 1960 Triumph  

 

5TA Speed Twin 

Deena Naidoo  

 

Golden Oldies to 1936 

 
1st 1930 BSA Sloper 

Trevor Davids 
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Day of the Rising Sun 

 
1st 1977 Honda CB550 

Andy Paulsen 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Stuart, Rod, Thomas and Jayson at the Munster museum after attending 
Barbara‟s memorial on Saturday the 10th. 
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Results of the 2026 DJ Rally 
 

CMCN Participants in this year’s DJ 
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Well done Jayson Anderson for winning the Forte Trophy for best performance 
on a motorcycle made between 1926 and 1930. 
 

 
 

Derek working out his route schedule with his legendary 1922 BSA in the 
background 
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Natal 100 
 

The Natal 100 motorcycle run has been planned for Saturday August 15. This 
event will run from Maytime Durban to PMB and back. Bikes will be started at 
one minute intervals. Classes will be pre 1940 and pre 1970. Please see the 
latest two bulletins as provided by Chris Cardwell.  
 

Natal 100 Commemorative Run 

Promoted by the Natal Classic Motorcycle Club 

 

Bulletin #1 - February 2026 
 

The date is set for the first running of this event for Saturday 15 August 2026 

so please diarise now..  

It will be a Club run following a given route schedule.  Please note that it is NOT 
a regularity or timed event and no entrant numbers will be required. 

What was the Natal 100? 
The event had its beginning way back in 1921 when the Natal Motor Cycle Club 

of Durban, feeling that long distances events like the “Ladysmith” and “Jo‟burg – 

Durban” were not the ultimate expression of road racing enthusiasm, instituted a 

new event in the form of the “Natal 100”. Run from the outskirts of Durban to 

Pietermaritzburg, and return, a distance of approximately 100 miles (160 

kilometres) afforded the then organisers an obviously appropriate title, and to 

competitors an opportunity to think in terms of speed rather than reliability. 

Bobbie Blackburn (Harley-Davidson), then at the height of his racing career as a 

rider, was a popular solo winner of the first event in 1921.  His name is 

inseparably connected with this event, not only because he won this race but in 

view of his tragic death in a road accident whilst touring later in the same year. 

As a mark of respect to this popular sportsman, the N.M.C.C. purchased a 

handsome trophy, which, as the “Blackburn Memorial Trophy” became the 

premier award in subsequent events. As an aside, here I would like to appeal to 

all enthusiasts who might know what became of this trophy will be greatly 

appreciated.  

It appears that the event was not held in 1929.  The difficulties that were 

encountered with the “Jo‟burg – Durban” event was now having serious effects 

on the “Natal 100” and it was necessary to implement drastic measures by the 

officials to keep racing on the open road alive. 

1930 saw the revival of the “Natal 100”, the last of the series to be held on the 

open road and a good quality field of about forty riders was received. However, 

for this year‟s event the turn-around point near Pietermaritzburg had been 

brought back about a mile to the “Star & Garter Hotel”, just beyond the top of 

Polly Shortts hill, a well-known landmark to those who have competed in the 
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Comrades Marathon. This slight shortening of the course made little difference 

to the race as it only eliminated a short flat-out section in each direction. 

Several years went by, until in 1937 it was apparent that the “D-J Rally” was 

finally finished as an event. The N.M.C.C. then decided it was time to reassess 

the feasibility of the event going forward.  

Permission to stage a closed circuit race in Durban was refused, however, the 

Club was fortunate to obtain sanction from the Pietermaritzburg City Council to 

utilise a section of road, measuring some 3.4 miles (5.5 km) on the outskirts of 

the City, shaped somewhat like a boomerang and incorporating a one mile 

straight section of Alexander Road for the 1937 event going forward. 

Unfortunately, authorisation to host the 1940 race in Pietermaritzburg was 

withdrawn by the Provisional Authorities but by determined efforts of the 

N.M.C.C. they succeeded in obtaining approval to hold the event in Durban at 

the end of May. The course was to have been the Snell Parade Circuit, as had 

been previously used for the very successful Fairfield Handicap car race in 

1939. 

However, dark clouds of war were looming on the distant horizons and disaster 

in Europe cast its shadow over this events future. 

After all factors were considered, the organising Club decided that under these 

unhappy prevailing conditions, with many riders and officials already serving with 

the armed Forces or expecting to leave shortly, a successful event in the 

N.M.C.C. tradition could not be guaranteed and run.  Reluctantly, the decision 

was made to abandon the event. 

The following is a general overview of the upcoming Commemorative Run: 
a. It is a one-day event;  

b. The start and finish will be at the same venue; 

c. The run will follow some 85% of the original course between Durban 

and Pietermaritzburg.  

d. There will be a tea / coffee break in Drummond (the well-known halfway 

point of the Comrades Marathon.) 

e. The turnaround point will be the Pietermaritzburg Bowling Club, 

situated within Alexander Park; 

f. Lunch will be available at this destination. 

g. The riders will return to Durban along the same route but in reverse 

direction. 

h. A bonus is that the sun will be behind the riders in both directions.  

Classes and eligibility: 
i. Pre-War Motorcycles: the cut-off date for pre-war motorcycles is set as 

December 1940; 
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ii. Post-war Motorcycles: the cut-off date for post-war motorcycles is set 

as December 1970; 

iii. Preference will be given to pre-1940 motorcycles; 

iv. All eligible motorcycles and riders to be fully compliant with all 

regulations governing the use on public roads; 

v. Scrutineering will be a requirement for all entrants. 

 
Future Bulletins will be published as we progress with the Event‟s organisation. 
Should you have any queries or anecdotes, photographs, additional history 
which you wish to share, please contact me direct at either: 

 

Chris Cardwell – Organiser 
Mobile: 082 774 6196 
Email: cbcardwell@outlook.com 

Until next time, keep the shiny side up and the wheels rolling. 

 

Natal 100 Commemorative Run 
 
Promoted by the Classic Motorcycle Club of Natal 
 

Bulletin #2 - March 2026 
 
The date is set for the first running of this event for Saturday 15 August 
2026 so please diarise now. 
It will be a Club run following a given route schedule. Please note that 
it is NOT a regularity or timed 
event and no entrant numbers will be required. 
 
WANTED! Any information leading to the whereabouts of the Natal 
Motorcycle Club 
(N.M.C.C.) „Blackburn Memorial Trophy‟, which was awarded to the 
winners from 1922 
onwards, will be appreciated. 
. 
An update on progress of the upcoming „Natal 100 Commemorative 
Run‟: 
a. The route schedule has effectively been finalised pending a final 
review that will be done 
within 2 – 3 weeks of the actual event; 
b. The combined distance of the two stages is just shy of 186 
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kilometers, approximately 92.6 
km in each direction; 
c. A simulated run of the entire route, including all current known 
stops, has been undertaken 
to determine an overall expected duration for the slowest competitor to 
complete the route. 
An average bike speed of ±55km/h was maintained to obtain a worst-
case scenario. 
d. A second run of the route will be conducted within 6 – 4 weeks of 
the event to determine 
an actual appropriate start time for the first entrant away and to 
forecast the last entrant‟s 
expected return time to Sica‟s Guest House. 
e. Two sections of road are currently under construction, namely: 
 
i. Between the Astron Energy garage (Inchanga side) and Cato Ridge 
central of 
approximately 3.5 kilometres. This is a Stop / Go section; 
 
Page 2 of 2 
ii. R103 between Ashburton central to the top of Polly Shortts hill. This 
is currently 
open to traffic in both directions but is single lane; 
iii. Updates on progress of these two sections will be given in future 
bulletins. 
 
f. Sica‟s Guest House and the Maritzburg Bowling Club have both 
been notified of the 
event‟s date and look forward to hosting us on the day; 
g. The Engen garage, on entering Pietermaritzburg, has kindly made 
their facilities available 
for those who require refueling; 
 
Please see Volunteers required below, as people come forward their 
names will be added: 
 
a. Club Steward: Jayson Anderson 
b. Documentation personnel: Marcia Hinks 
c. Scrutineers: Deena Naidoo, Graham Viljoen. 



Shoptorque 

d. Starter: John Booth 
e. Sweep vehicles and bike trailers:  Kim Hammond, Deena Naidoo 
f. Marshals at Sica‟s Guest House; 
g. Volunteers at Maritzburg Bowling Club – for bike parking co-
ordination; 
h. Volunteers for route marking at Alexander Park x 2; 
i. A.N. Other as required. 
 
Classes and eligibility: 
i. Pre-War Motorcycles: the cut-off date for pre-war motorcycles is set 
as 31 December 
1940; 
ii. Post-war Motorcycles: the cut-off date for post-war motorcycles is 
set as 31 December 
1970; 
iii. Preference will be given to pre-1940 motorcycles; 
iv. All eligible motorcycles and riders to be fully compliant with all 
regulations governing the 
use on public roads; 
v. Scrutineering will be a requirement for all entrants. 
 
Monthly bulletins will be published as we progress with the Event‟s 
organisation. 
Should anyone have any suggestions, queries or anecdotes, 
photographs, additional history of the 
Event which you wish to share, please contact me direct at either: 
Chris Cardwell – Organiser 
Mobile: 082 774 6196 
Email: cbcardwell@outlook.com 
 
Until next time, keep the shiny side up and the wheels rolling. 
 

 

Concourse de Elegance 

 
This event has been scheduled for the 7 September. More to follow on this. 
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Steven Knight organised last months breakfast run. Meeting was at the Winston 
Park Garage then a ride through Bothas hill and back via Inchanga. Then onto 
the Cotswold Downs Garage for breakfast. 

 

 
 

 



Shoptorque 



Shoptorque 

 
 



Shoptorque 

 
 



Shoptorque 

 
 
 



Shoptorque 

 
 



Shoptorque 

 
 



Shoptorque 

 
 
 
 



Shoptorque 

This from Shop Torque September 1993 
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Alan Young sent in this entry list of the 9th Natal Rally. Interesting line up. When 
you look at the names how many of those riders are still with us. 
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SAVVA Indemnity Forms and Cards: 
 
Indemnity Forms and Indemnity Cards 
The form   is available for download on the SAVVA website under Forms. 
 
Indemnity forms are legal documents.  Both sides of the forms must be completed, signed 
and witnessed, and after the number of the indemnity card issued has been recorded on 
the form, the original forms should be posted to the SAVVA Secretary, or brought to the 
SAVVA AGM each year.   Clubs are encouraged to keep copies of the forms.   
SAVVA Indemnity applies to all events, socials, fun runs, displays, nothing excluded, 
organised and promoted by a club affiliated to SAVVA.  
The onus rests upon the Club to ensure persons listed in Section 5 of the Handbook 
complete the forms. 
 
Indemnity Cards It is suggested that when a new member joins a club that an indemnity 
card be issued to him/her and spouse immediately.   
Every single person involved with a SAVVA competitive event where a permit has been 
issued shall have in their possession an Indemnity Card issued by the Club on behalf of 
SAVVA, that is all drivers, navigators, passengers of participating vehicles, all officials, 
marshals and their assistants, including drivers and passengers of tender vehicles and in 
modern vehicles who are part of the event, and persons representing sponsors, the 
press, SAVVA or the host club who will be present on the event or who may travel in 
competing vehicles. 
 
Thus, as Club Members wishing to participate in any Club organised event, please ensure 
that you have a SAVVA indemnity card, which is issued when you join, and that your Bike 
is SAVVA dated.  Steven Knight082 886 7528 can assist in this regard, as he‟s the Club 
Dating Officer.   

 
 

 

Items for Sale/Wanted: 

 

 
 
Graham Viljoen has a contact for printed mug. These are “too good to drink out 
of and put into a dish washer mugs” of your choice. Contact Graham 



Shoptorque 

 

A special thanks to Gavin Paulsen for kindly replacing the club metal 

manhole covers with recycled plastic covers. Lava Plastics. 

 
 

DATING OF MOTOR VEHICLES 
 
Many of our Members are not taking the opportunity to have their Vehicles Dated. 
Dating of a Vehicle serves two things. 
 
The First is so that you can Enter the Vehicle in a SAVVA Sanctioned Event like, the D-J ; 
Natal Classic ; Magnum ; Fairest Cape, to name a few.  
Many enter an Event "PENDING DATING" and never do have the Vehicle Dated.  
Vehicle Dating is a requirement.  
 
Secondly a Dated Vehicle adds Authentication to a Vehicle when being sold.  
 
Dating Forms can be downloaded from the SAVVA website.  
It is up to the Person applying for the Dating of a Vehicle to furnish all the necessary 
Information required, not the Club Dating Officer or SAVVA.  
Information on you Vehicle can be found on the Web or from s Mark Specialist for your 
Vehicle  
 
Steven Knight is our Club's Dating Officer and he can be contacted by Whatsapp on.  
Cell : 082 886 7528 
 

 

 

List of recommended suppliers by club members 
 

Business Name Service Provided Contact details 
Startline Motorcycle Parts 031 7050715 

Camtech Camshaft repairs Gerald 011 6181823 

Ram Trading Zinc Engine Oil 011 4219300 

Dave Wigston Seat Covers Dave 082 368 4749 

Springrite Springs and shim stock 031 7053515 

Speedick Durban Sprockets and Chain 031 5792260 

Talent Auto Upholstery Auto Upholstery Talent 082 356 2187 

 
AH Designs Custom Painting Andrew 082 709 5141 

VS Motorrad Technik PE BMW Spares 082 555 3197 

Bright Blast JHB Vapour Blasting Daniel 076 567 5675 

Sun Instruments Instrument Repairs 011 4202916 

Lava Plastics Recycled Plastic Products Gavin 0649602829 
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